
compared to the rest 

of the league in my 

Total Soccer Index; 

right next to each 

other with PTFC 

slightly above average 

and LAG on average. 

Just when you figured 

the rivalry between  

Caleb and Sigi was 

gone guess who 

shows up with LA 

Galaxy…  It’s no se-

cret the Galaxy have 

had issues this 

year—and likewise 

the same can be of-

fered about Portland.  

The battle between 

these two teams, 

both looking to earn 

three points is 

HUGE.   Here’s a 

graphic offering 

where each team sits, 
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Portland in Attack & LA in Defending 

It’s likely Portland sees a 

good portion of the ball.  

With LA opponents 

showing a lower than 

average passing accuracy 

percentage it’s like two 

things may occur. 1) 

Portland plays longer 

balls and has less central 

midfield control given a 

high press by LA –hoping 

to feed a healthy counter

-attack.  Or… Portland’s 

skill in short passing 

overwhelms LA in the 

middle.  With Sigi at the 

helm it’s likely he’ll have 

a trick or two to try and 

force early turnovers 

with the heat.  The long-

er this game goes with-

out a goal the better for 

Portland.  In terms of 

penetration and creation 

leading to precision.  It 

would appear LA Galaxy 

opponents have been 

pretty successful so 

far—what has been 

missing is opponent fin-

ishing.  With the likes 

of Adi, Valeri, Blanco, 

and a more adven-

turous Nagbe the Gal-

axy could have their 

hands full.  It’s unclear if 

Rowe or Diop starts in 

goal for LA; both are 

functional with each 

having a save % just un-

der 60%. 



LA in Attack & Portland in Defending 

P A G E  3  

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-

ter as a promotional tool is that 

you can reuse content from other 

marketing materials, such as press 

releases, market studies, and re-

ports. 

While your main goal of distributing 

a newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content 

to your newsletter is to develop 

and write your own articles, or 

include a calendar of upcoming 

events or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research articles or 

find “filler” articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be used 

for your Web site. Microsoft Pub-

lisher offers a simple way to con-

vert your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when you’re fin-

ished writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and post it. 

LA in Attack & Portland in Defending 

Portland have not been 

known for defending 

well at home;.  They’ve 

yielded the 3rd highest 

goals against in MLS at 

home and with LA Gal-

axy coming to town; it’s 

likely Portland’s back six 

will be stretched; LA 

Galaxy have scored a 

league high 21 goals on 

the road this year and 

their stunning quality, 

both in precision and fin-

ishing should warrant 

caution in over-

extending in attack (45% 

and 48% respectively).  

Porter needs his midfield 

to control space and 

time above and within 

the 18 yard box.  You 

don’t have higher per-

centages of success like 

LA do by striking the ball 

from the perimeter.  

Helping the defense this 

game should be a re-

newed confidence of 

Jake Gleeson, along 

with the return of Vy-

tas, Who pairs with 

Mabiala as CB is un-

clear to me but what is 

clear, given LA’s road 

success both Nagbe 

and Blanco will need to 

support the fullbacks.  

Leaving space for 

Zardes to cross the 

ball will cause issues. 



to refer your readers to any other 

forms of communication that you’ve 

created for your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every third 

Tuesday of the month, or a biannual 

charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good 

place to insert a clip art image or 

some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear on the 

back. So, it’s a good idea to make it 

easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the at-

tention of readers. You can either 

compile questions that you’ve re-

ceived since the last edition or you 

can summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, 

you may want to list the names of all 

employees. 

If you have any prices of standard 

products or services, you can include 

a listing of those here. You may want 

Crosses & Clearances CROSSES & CLEARANCES 

Two team statistics, out-

side of passing, that have 

the most significant im-

pact on team outcomes 

are crosses and clearanc-

es. Usually when Port-

land shows weakness in 

clearing the ball  they 

pay for it.  The same can 

be offered for LA Galaxy.  

More clearances for 

both teams—relative to 

opponent crosses and 

corners offered is better. 

In other words the 

greater the success in 

clearing corners and 

crosses the greater the 

chance of earning points; 

for both teams.  Man-

marking on set-pieces 

and protecting the mid-

dle, as crosses get of-

fered, is critical.  When it 

comes to volume of 

crosses per game both 

teams average 20…                                                                                                    

Final Thoughts:  Both 

teams need three 

points—some might 

say it’s a must win 

game.  The Timbers 

have had two good re-

sults on the road but 

what’s needed is three 

points at home; espe-

cially after that game 

against Real Salt 

Lake—one that should 

never be forgotten—at 

least this year! 


